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christine.gorringe@btinternet.com 
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St Luke’s, Tiptree:   

https://www.facebook.com/

Contacts  

Deadline for the next edition: June/July 2021 
Sunday 9th May 2021. 

 

Items for the magazine: can be emailed to thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or 
delivered to St Luke’s Parish Office or sent to m.borgartz@btinternet.com 

Revd Anne-Marie  @RectorTiptree  

Revd Lydia Smith  @RevLydiaSmith 

Team account:      @ThurWinChurches 

Team Administrator for enquiries for all churches in the group 
Christine Hall   819557 (Tues and Thurs & Parish Office answer machine,  
     10.00am to 12.30pm)  Mobile: 07421 078981  
     (Tues, Wed & Thurs with voicemail, 10.00am to 12.30pm 

thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com          

www.thurstablewinstree.org 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers 

 

This last year has not been like anything else we have experienced 
in our lifetimes. In 2020 our churches closed abruptly after the Third Sunday of Lent 
and we were unable to keep Holy Week and celebrate Easter together. Since then, we 
have found ways of worshipping together online and using our websites, email, post 
and telephone to try to keep in touch with as many people as possible. It has been a 
difficult and challenging time for everyone. 

Many people in our communities have now received their first vaccination and a few 
have even had their second. The government has published its plan for the gradual 
ending of lockdown restrictions and we are all glimpsing light at the end of the tunnel. 
It is vital that we all play our part in observing the restrictions that remain in place over 
the next few weeks so that infection rates can be kept under control and everyone can 
be protected, including those who have not yet been vaccinated. 

Our PCC Standing Committees have therefore decided not to re-open our churches for 
public worship until we reach step two of the government spring plan. If step two 
begins, as planned, on 12th April, we will hold services on 18th April at St Luke’s, Great 
Braxted and Inworth, with services at Messing beginning the following Sunday and the 
midweek Communion Service at St Luke’s beginning on Thursday 22nd April. Sunday 
Club will also re-start on 18th April. If the government delays step two, then we will also 
delay re-opening. 

I know that many of you will be disappointed not to be in church for Easter. I share this 
disappointment, but I believe the decision we have made is the best one for everyone’s 
safety, especially considering the number of people who would be likely to come to 
services on Easter Day. We have put together a programme of online and outdoor 
services for Holy Week and Easter and we will continue to post resources on our 
websites and in the actual post. 

When we re-open it is essential that we observe all Covid-19 safety requirements in our 
churches and I would ask everyone to co-operate fully with this, please. You will need 
to book for services in all four churches. We expect that we may have more people 
wishing to come to St Luke’s than we can safely accommodate, so you will not be able 
to book for more than one Sunday at a time unless you have a specific role to play in 
the service. This is so that everyone who wishes to come has a chance to do so. If you 
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are unable to book a place one Sunday, you will be given priority for the following 
Sunday. You will also be welcome to book for one of the other churches if you are able to 
travel and there is space. 

Face coverings will be required at all services. This must be a mask that fits closely over 
your nose and mouth. Scarves and plastic face shields are not an acceptable alternative. 
Everyone will be asked to use hand sanitiser on arrival and on leaving and we will need 
to keep a contact phone number for 21 days for NHS Test and Trace purposes. Social 
distancing will need to be observed at all times. This means you will not be able to sit 
with people outside your household or mix with them while in church. Please do not 
bring anything to hand out to other people (eg cards, rotas) as you will not be able to do 
this. Any messages, including church rotas, should be sent by email or put through 
people’s doors. The letter rack at St Luke’s will not be in use. The news sheet will 
continue to be sent out by email. A small number of copies will be printed for those with 
no internet access. 

Please also resist the temptation to stop and chat to others in the church entrance or the 
aisle before or after the service. You will be able to chat outside the church in groups of 
6. When we reach step three, you will be able to sit with one other household in church. 
I know it is easy to forget, especially when you haven’t seen your friends for a long time, 
but please do help us out by keeping to the restrictions and respecting the instructions 
of the churchwardens, stewards and ministry team. If we are not able to keep well 
within the requirements of the law, we will have no option but to suspend services 
again. It should go without saying that verbal abuse and aggression towards any of our 
clergy, lay ministers, churchwardens or stewards is not acceptable. 

For those of you who are not able to come to church, I will be resuming home visits and 
Home Communions once I have been vaccinated and pose less of a risk to you. We hope 
to be able to livestream the Sunday service from St Luke’s if we can resolve the current 
technical problems and we intend to continue a midweek online service for as long as 
we are able to and there is demand. 

I am very much looking forward to seeing you in church again. You have all been much in 
my thoughts and prayers and I am grateful to you for your prayers for me. 

May God bless us all as we continue to worship and serve at home, in our church 
buildings and in the wider community. 

Anne-Marie Renshaw 
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Book the Hall in St Luke’s Church Extension 
for your meeting, group or event 

Bookings & Enquiries 
 

Phone Gareth Williams:  
01621 818069 

hall.stlukestiptree@btinternet.com 
 

Wi-fi available for  
group leaders or speakers  
(discuss your needs when  

 

booking)            

Covid 19: Our hall is ready to open as soon as Government advice allows, all hirers are 

asked to complete a Covid Risk Assessment & follow our Covid Bookings Policy when 

on the premises. 

The work on the extension is now 
complete.  This has seen a number of 

improved facilities including a separate 
new entrance for all users, additional 
toilets, storage space and an enlarged 
kitchen.   Once we are able to re open 

following the Covid19 pandemic why not 
use us for your meeting, group or event? 
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More than Conquerors 
 
 Lockdown has been hard enough to endure for some people in our country, but I 
wonder how many of us spare a thought – and a prayer – for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, in so many countries of the world, who are finding it even harder than usual? For 
our persecuted church family the pandemic has made a hard situation even worse, 
especially for women. 

 During the lockdowns, with fewer avenues for escape, there has been a surge of 
domestic violence, both in the UK but even more so abroad. There has been a sharp rise 
in 'honour killings'; in forced conversion, forced marriage and sex-trafficking; with 
Christian women and girls being especially targeted. There has been a rise in militant 
Islamic attacks in West Africa, particularly in Nigeria where young girls are often 
abducted and enslaved. 

 But it's not only women who suffer for their faith, of course. Just before Christmas 
four Christians were killed by Islamists in a remote Christian community on Sulawesi. 
One was beheaded, one had their throat slit, one had their neck broken and one was 
burned to death. They were all from the same family, and the ten attackers also 
destroyed their church and set fire to six houses in the village as well. 

 Our own press is silent about the suffering of Christians worldwide, on the whole, 
although they are happy to champion the cause of Uighar Muslims, for instance. 
Fortunately there are many Christian organisations who work tirelessly to support 
believers, and are well worth supporting in our turn. 

 A quote from one of these tells us of hearing about a Christian woman who once 
sat weeping in her prison cell somewhere in North Korea, in agony after enduring a 
prolonged beating from a guard. “I am God's daughter,” she whispered “and I'm crying 
because I'm worried that God will be in pain, seeing his daughter being so badly 
assaulted in this prison.” 

 Another tells the story of Sonia Bibi, who lived in Rawalpindi, Pakistan who, aged 
24, was shot in the head by the Muslim man who had wanted to marry her. She and her 
parents knew that if she accepted his proposal she would have to convert to Islam. She 
couldn't have known that her refusal signed her own death warrant. 

 These are just a couple of the hundreds of stories you can read about if you wish. 
Did you know that every two hours a Christian dies somewhere in the world for their 
faith? They are our front-line troops, as it were. Do we do enough to help them and 
draw attention to their plight? 

 So next time we're tempted to complain about lockdown maybe we should just 
count our blessings instead? 
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Organisations that help persecuted Christians: 
• Open Doors, (Founded by Brother Andrew) PO Box 6, Witney OX29 6WG   

www.opendoorsuk.org 
• Release International, PO Box 54, Orpington BR5 4RT 

www.releaseinternational.org 
• Samaritan's Purse, Victoria House, Victoria Rd, Buckhurst Hill, Essex IG9 5EX 

www.samaritans-purse.org.uk 
• Help the Persecuted  www.htp.org 
• Barnabas Fund, The Old Rectory, River St, Pewsey, Wiltshire SN9 5DB 

www.barnabasfund.org 
• Voice of the Martyrs (Founded by Richard Wurmbrand. An American-based 

organisation) www.persecution.com 
 

Anne Wild  

An Alphabet for the Elderly 
A's for arthritis; B's my bad back; 

C is for chest pains – perhaps cardiac? 
D is for dental decay and decline; 

E is for eyesight – can't read the top line! 
F is for fissures and fluid retention; 

G is for gas – which I'd rather not mention! 
H is high blood pressure (wish it were low); 

I's for incisions and scars I can't show; 
J is for joints – out of socket – won't mend; 

K is for knees that creak-crack when they bend. 
L's for libido... what happened to sex? 

M is for memory. I forget what comes next. 
N's for neuralgia in joints way down low; 

O is for osteo (bones that don't grow). 
P's for prescriptions – I have quite a few - 
just give me a pill and I'll be good as new. 

Q is for queasy... is it covid or 'flu? 
R is for reflux (one meal becomes two!) 

S is for sleepless nights, counting my fears. 
T is for tinnitus: bells in my ears. 
U is urinary: troubles with flow; 

V is for vertigo (that's 'dizzy', you know). 
W's worry; what's going around? 

X is for x-ray and what might be found? 
Y is another year I'm left behind 

and Z is the zest I still have - in my mind! 
I've survived all the symptoms, my body's deployed 

keeping twenty-six doctors all fully employed! 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org/
http://www.releaseinternational.org/
http://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
http://www.htp.org/
http://www.barnabasfund.org/
http://www.persecution.com/
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Do you believe in Angels?  
Do you believe in Angels? I certainly do and have a few reasons why I do. Hebrews 
Chapter 1 and verse 14 asks us, ‘Isn’t it obvious that all angels are sent to help out with 
those lined up to receive salvation? ‘ (The Message) 

My first meeting up with an angel happened quite a few years ago, when my daughter 
Alison’s little daughter was just a few months old and strapped in the back of the car she 
was driving. Her own car was out of action temporarily so her husband had lent them 
his car. We were on the way to Colchester and had just driven on to the first 
roundabout. To our horror the car just seized up and Alison could not restart it. 

In an instant a young man drove up and went in front of us. Jumping out of his car he 
tied a rope to it and told Alison to just steer. He said there was a garage somewhere up 
the road and he would drop us off there. Almost in shock she did, and once at the 
garage the problem was soon sorted. 

We thought we would give him a little gift to say thank you, all we could find in change 
was four pounds. He accepted it and was soon on his way back, after looking at the 
money strangely almost as if he wondered what it was. The fact he had arrived so 
quickly made me convinced he must have been an angel sent by God to help us. 

The second incident happened just a few years ago. My husband and I had gone to the 
Dedham Art Centre, it was in the summer, a lovely warm sunny day, although a little 
breezy. There were some tables and chairs set out in the forecourt, so we sat down at 
the only vacant table, which was near the road. 

We were sat discussing what refreshments we would order when a sudden gust of wind 
uprooted the umbrella and suddenly a small group of elderly ladies arrived and one of 
them quickly grabbed the umbrella before it crashed onto the road. She said: “Wrap 
your hand bag strap round it to make it more secure.” 

We were so thankful for her prompt action and thanked her, and off they went into the 
Arts Centre. I then followed them in to let someone know about the umbrella not being 
secured properly, but I couldn’t see them and looked in a few of the rooms where 
various crafts were on display. I even waited to see if they would appear, but they didn’t. 
Again I had a very strong thought that they too were sent by God to save us from what 
could have turned out to be a very nasty accident, with the umbrella coming into 
contact with the passing traffic. 

I have felt so blessed by the sudden appearance of these heavenly messengers sent 
alongside to help.  

Believe it or not another situation arose just recently. Alison had just bought a new car, 
second hand but which had proved to be just right for her present needs. Visiting close 
friends she was on her way back from the village when there was an almighty bang and 
screeching sound from the engine. Again she was stuck with traffic piling up behind her. 
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Suddenly a young man in a car in front of her jumped out and asked her if he could help 
her. She asked him if he would direct the traffic which was behind her to go on up the 
road. He did this very willingly and then pushed the car up into the car park behind the 
café.  

Apparently the gears had broken and it was such a disappointment to her as she had so 
enjoyed driving it. The car had to be taken back to the previous owner’s family and the 
money refunded very amicably. 

We are convinced that once again the young man who was there on the spot could be 
once again another angel sent to help. Praise the LORD that the angelic host do not only 
appear right through the Bible but are ready, in an instant, to come to our aid today. 

During this time of Lent and remembering Jesus’ time in the wilderness we read that at 
the end angels came and ministered to Him. They were at the tomb heralding Jesus’ 
resurrection and they are closer to us than we think. We are told too in Hebrews chapter 
13 verse 2: 

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares. 

A happy and blessed Eastertime 

Love and God Bless 

Trudie Brown 

 

Your daily walk should be a sacred ritual 

Under lockdown, millions of us who rarely walked around our immediate locality are 
now well acquainted with every nearby driveway, every crack in the pavement, and eve-
ry pothole in the road. We have developed views on our neighbours’ gardens, on their 
oddly coloured garage doors, and on their dogs, children and cars. If we go out at the 
same time every day, we may even be saying hello to the same people we don’t know 
every day. 

For many of us, that daily walk has become the high point of our day. After all, it is one 
of the few liberties we have left.  Some of us go early, to enjoy the relative peace and 
quiet.  Some of us go midday, to at least see other people, even if we can’t talk to them. 
Others of us opt for dusk, the dark comfort of a street with lit houses and stars in the 
sky. 

Whatever time you most enjoy, make sure you do make the time to go for your walk.  
Your mental and physical fitness can only improve! 
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From Messing to Botany Bay: Australia's first tourist 
Anne-Marie recently received the following email 
 
Dear Reverend Renshaw: 
  
May I send you an unusual story? 
When Australia's First Fleet reached Sydney in 1788, it contained, in addition to convicts 
and their guards, an unexpected paying passenger, who had managed to get himself to 
Botany Bay as a tourist. James Smith was reluctantly allowed to remain (there was no 
easy way of getting rid of him), becoming Australia's first free (but unfortunately 
unsuccessful) settler. He has always been a bizarre and slightly comical figure. 
I have now tentatively identified him as James Smith of Messing. What may be the 
clinching evidence is contained in the Essex Record Office, and at my advanced age I 
have no prospect of getting there -- even when it can open to searchers. Around 1780 a 
lawyer from Hatfield Peverel investigated the sanity of a "Mr Smith" -- and the witnesses 
came from Messing. I think this must be the same person.  
I hope that the story may be of interest in the community, and I have also sent a note to 
Mr Walkingshaw, the clerk to the Inworth and Messing parish council. Perhaps  there 
may be local historians who can take the story further. It is also possible that information 
about the Smiths might be found in parish registers, church memorials or headstones. 
There have apparently been histories of Messing by authors Whittam and  Carter, which 
I cannot trace: perhaps there are copies locally.  
While I admit that I don't have a "smoking gun", I am reasonably sure of my 
identification. 
If we ever return to a normal life, Messing might wish to build on this strange 
connection, adding a twin to its interesting link with the early USA. 
My outline, "James Smith, eccentric tourist on Australia's First Fleet: a tentative 
identification" is on my website: 
https://www.gedmartin.net/martinalia-mainmenu-3/330-james-smith-eccentric-tourist-
on-australia-s-first-fleet 
I shall be obliged for any help you can give in making the story more widely known in the 
locality. Perhaps it offers its own message of eccentric encouragement at this difficult 
time. 
Please feel free to pass this to any appropriate  colleague: you are bound to be 
extremely busy at this time. My experience in local history tells me that editors of church 
magazines and newsletters will often welcome  fresh material. 
With good wishes 
 
Ged Martin 
-- 
Professor Ged Martin 
Shanacoole, Youghal, County Cork, Ireland P36 XP82 
www.gedmartin.net 

https://www.gedmartin.net/martinalia-mainmenu-3/330-james-smith-eccentric-tourist-on-australia-s-first-fleet
https://www.gedmartin.net/martinalia-mainmenu-3/330-james-smith-eccentric-tourist-on-australia-s-first-fleet
http://www.gedmartin.net/
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From Andy Butt 
Tiptree Youth Project Outreach  
Community Youth Worker 
 

As I write and you probably read this we’re rushing 
towards Easter, when we all get to celebrate the 
realisation of that great hope which has only come by 
our salvation through Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection. 
The days before that Passover festival weren’t easy for 
anyone.  There were roadmaps to follow, milestones to 
pass and dates to take notice of even to get to 
Jerusalem, and actually few really knew what lay ahead. 
Nearly 2000 years later doesn’t it all seem rather familiar? We all want to look forward to 
returning to normal, but is that what lies ahead?    

Just recently the calendars of youth workers have been full of conferences, lectures and 
brand new podcast series. Usually it would be impossible to get to them all, but this year 
being different they’ve moved online and been accessible to many more people. 
Unsurprisingly there has been a recurring theme – what will youthwork look like when 
we can get back to normal, but alongside that a realisation that we have to renew 
normal, especially as so many young people, including the age group I have most contact 
with, have missed out on the traditional things that only happen when you reach a 
particular age. The year 7’s, now at secondary school, simple haven’t had the chance to 
find their feet in new surroundings. The Year 6’s, in their final primary school year, have 
missed out on those unique opportunities you get when you are at the top of the school.  
I know school staff and educators have worked really hard, but it’s simply not the same 
as being there.          

I’ve heard it said that Jesus assembled the ultimate youth group of young men when he 
called his disciples together, for Andrew, Simon, James and John where most likely in 
their mid-teens when Jesus met them at the lakeside.   They, and others including some 
ladies as followers of Jesus, didn’t have a clue what lay ahead but they were there to be 
part of it, and boy did they all have a story to tell. What was Normal for them? 

I’m hoping and praying that as we plan to reopen CITY at the URC and begin the new 
KAFY project in Kelvedon in the weeks after Easter, we can really re-engage with young 
people who have been missing out, restore quality social contacts and above all share 
something of the love that Christ has for them too.  If you’ve got a heart for young 
people today and would like join in I’d really love to connect with you. And if we don’t 
bump into each other do drop me an email Andy@typo.uk.net or follow TYPO on social 
media @TiptreeYPO  

Have a very Happy Easter for He is Risen! 

Andy 

mailto:Andy@typo.uk.net
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Our first ever National Park 

Seventy years ago, on 17th April 1951, the Peak District National Park was established. It 
was Britain’s first national park, and it was formed partly as a result of a mass trespass 
on Kinder Scout – the highest point of the park – just under 20 years earlier, which 
helped gain open access to moorland that had previously been in private hands and 
closed to walkers. 

The precise effect and extent of the trespass, in which Young Communists were 
prominent, is still widely disputed by rambling associations.  

The Peak District is mostly in Derbyshire, but includes parts of Cheshire, Greater 
Manchester, Staffordshire and Yorkshire. It is usually split into the higher Dark Peak and 
the gentler White Peak, in the centre and south of the district. Altogether it covers 555 
square miles: it is reckoned that 20 million people live within an hour’s journey of it.  

It contains only one town – Bakewell – but several others, such as Buxton, are on the 
fringes. It is now the fifth largest of the 13 national parks in England and Wales. The land 
within it is a mixture of public and private ownership, and there are many planning 
restrictions imposed by the national park authority to prevent inappropriate 
development. 
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COURSE IN CHRISTIAN STUDIES (CCS) UPDATE 

Wendy and Martin Borgartz started the CCS course in September 2019.  Over the period 

of the course we are reporting what we are doing and maybe encourage others to do 

the course. 

Well, the end of the 2 years is coming ever closer. Last time I was bemoaning how 
difficult I had found the last assignment to write, but obviously I blagged my way 
through it as I was told it was good! Martin also got a distinction for his assignment on 
the history of St Luke’s church. We have finished looking at the module on “I believe” 
and are now heavily into our chosen Lent module. We got our first choice, the book of 
Job. It’s not an easy book to read, but we are learning more about it each week. One of 
the nice things with the Diocesan Lent modules this year being all on Zoom is that we 
are meeting up with people from all over the county, who we would never have come 
across in ‘normal’ times as everyone would have inevitably chosen a module held near 
where they lived so they weren’t driving too far. It is lovely to come across a completely 
new group of fellow Christians with different experiences to share. 

The other thing we have come across through the Lent module is David Suchet’s 
reading of the Bible in the NIV translation. We have invested in our own copy, so when 
we re-start the Monday night Bible study group after Easter we can play relevant parts 
of it as we come across them in the studies. He is certainly really interesting to listen to, 
highly recommended especially if you want to listen rather than or (as well as) just read 
the Bible. 

We also have our last assignment to do to submit soon after Easter. We only have a 
choice of 3 topics, all from the I believe module, as with everyone split across different 
Lent modules it is not practicable to do an assignment based on those. One last essay to 
write. It feels quite sad to think the end is in sight. Hopefully we will actually manage to 
meet up in person again to collect our certificates this year in the cathedral, which is 
scheduled for 7 July. Fingers crossed. 

Wendy & Martin Borgartz 

 
The first piece of luggage on the carousel never belongs to anyone.  -  

George Roberts 
 
 

If God had intended us to fly he would have made it easier to get to the airport.  -  

Jonathan Winter  
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A year of coronavirus 
The Ven John Barton considers the sorrows of the past year. 

 

The Queen recently spoke for the whole country when she said that many are, “tinged 
with sadness. Some (are) mourning the loss of those dear to them and other missing 
friends and family members, distanced for safety. When all they really want … is a simple 
hug or a squeeze of the hand.” 

We may have become accustomed to wearing face masks in public, keeping our distance 
from others, cutting out social gatherings, and attending church services online, but ‘no 
touching’ seems the cruellest of punishments.   

As one vicar friend of mine said, the Church has had to learn a lot from lockdown:   

“That Zoom is no substitute for meeting together, sharing warmth, laughter, tears – and 
drinking from the same cup. We have a commonality in Christ, whoever we are. Christi-
anity is more ‘us’ than ‘me’.  

“Also, we cannot ignore those who will bear considerable cost arising from the pandem-
ic. People have lost loved ones, businesses, confidence, jobs. It is vital that the church 
becomes a place of hope – not glib, cliched words – but solid hope drawn from Scripture 
and made real in action. The church could become a real hub of the local community.  

“But we have to rethink much of what we do and how we say things. The money has all 
but gone now and the church has to refocus on how it attracts people, what it says in 
plain English, how it presents itself and provides a warm welcome to those who haven’t 
a clue what Christianity is.... and all this on a very tight budget!” 

He’s got to be right. And some of us could begin to apply some of his ideas right now, 
even before the pandemic is under control.   

As a direct consequence of lockdown, many of us have much more money in the bank 
than we bargained for. We could send a substantial sum to our local church, and some to 
an overseas charity, to make some of those ambitions come true. With time on our 
hands, we could earmark an hour or two for emailing or phoning those in our address 
book who live alone. We could buy extra supplies for a food bank on our next visit to the 
supermarket.   

And we must ask God to make our church more comprehensible to those who consider 
themselves outsiders.  
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Easter morning, the ‘Other’ Mary     
As the traditional Easter story is rehearsed again this month, you may notice that there 
is one name that frequently occurs. It is that of the ‘other’ Mary – not the mother of 
Jesus, but Mary of Magdalene, who stood by her at the cross and became the first 
person actually to meet the risen Christ.   

That’s quite a record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been delivered by Jesus 
from ‘seven devils’ – New Testament language for some dark and horrible affliction of 
body, mind or spirit. As a result, her devotion to Him was total and her grief at His death 
overwhelming. 

In church history Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’ a harlot who was rescued 
and forgiven by Jesus but there is no evidence to prove she was a ‘fallen woman’ but the 
contrast is sublime, Mary the virgin mother, the symbol of purity. Mary Magdalene, the 
scarlet woman who was saved and forgiven, the symbol of redemption. Surely, we all fall 
somewhere between those two extremes.  

The dark cloud from which she was delivered may have been sexual, we are not told. 
What we do know is that the two Marys stood together at the cross, the Blessed Virgin 
and the woman rescued from who knows what darkness and despair.  

The second great moment for her was as unexpected as it was momentous. She had 
gone with other women to the tomb of Jesus and found it empty. An angelic figure told 
them that Jesus was not there, He had risen – and the others drifted off. But Mary 
stayed, reluctant to leave it like that. She became aware of a man nearby, whom she 
took to be the gardener. She explained to him that the body of ‘her Lord’ had been 
taken away and she didn’t know where to find Him.   

The man simply said her name ‘Mary’ and she instantly realised it was Jesus. She made 
to hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him because His resurrection was not yet 
complete. She was, however, to go to the disciples and tell them she had met Him. She 
did – but they wouldn’t believe her.  

Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the very beating heart of 
the Christian gospel. 

We are reading more books 
More than 200 million print books were sold in the UK last year, according to an estimate 
from the official book sales monitor Nielsen BookScan. 

It was the first time since 2012 that the volume of physical books sold has exceeded 
200million, and it was the biggest volume rise in the books market since 2007, says The 
Bookseller magazine. 
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My Faith Story 

Jenny Cass 

I moved to Tiptree in June 2019, having previously lived in Chelmsford for over 40 years. 
I had been persuaded to move by my youngest son and his family who live in Tiptree, 
and they told me what a friendly village Tiptree was. 

In Chelmsford I was a  member of Church of our Saviour, an Ecumenical church. But 
more about that later … 

When I was born, my birth parents decided that they didn’t want me, so I was placed in 
an Orphanage for about 18 months. Along came this lovely Christian couple who has 
been told they couldn’t have any children of their own, after trying for many years, and 
they adopted me. My adoptive Father told me many years later, that when they first 
visited the Orphanage to see me and stood by my cot, I lifted my arms up to him and he 
knew I was going to become their daughter. 

So I believe my Christian journey began back then, and that Jesus was present when I 
was handed over to my new parents. 

My Father was a lay minister with the Elim Pentecostal Church and I was brought up to 
attend church from an early age. Two services on Sunday, and Sunday School. It was at 
Sunday School when I was 7 years old we had a visiting Evangelist called Sunny Blundell. 
She was a great storyteller, and it was through her ministry that I decided I wanted to ask 
Jesus to come and live in my life.  

Church in those days was very different to what it is today. My parents, whom I loved 
dearly were very strict in their beliefs. They were blessed four years after my adoption 
with a son. Both my younger brother, and I, were expected to accept and believe all their 
viewpoints without any self expression. I remember at about 12 years old, being roped 
in to be the pianist at church because the church organist had moved away. I had  only 
had a few piano lessons and really struggled, not enjoying the lessons when the teacher 
rapped my knuckles with a ruler every time I played a wrong note! 

I was encouraged to pray out loud as part of the service, I used to dread the words, 
“We’ll ask Sister Jennifer to open in prayer.” But looking back it was good practice for the 
future … 

There seemed to be lots of thing we weren’t allowed to do, Sunday’s was God’s Day and 
apart from attending church my brother and I were only allowed to read a Christian 
book, go for a walk but no playing on the swings or slide, and no meeting up with 
friends.. Looking back, there were lots of ‘thou shalt nots’. However they were very kind 
loving parents and I enjoyed a wonderful childhood. 

When I reached my teens, I managed to persuade my parents to let me attend the local 
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Brethren Gospel Hall, where they had a good number of teenagers. Unfortunately by 
then there were no young people at the Elim church. Reluctantly, they agreed and I 
became part of another church family. The Bible teaching was excellent and I enjoyed 
the fellowship and worship, including the  ‘sausage sizzles’ with the youth group, and the 
annual Christian camps held in either Essex or Suffolk.  My faith grew and at 15 years old 
I was baptised by immersion with several other young people at the Gospel Hall. I 
remember we had to give our testimony before we were baptised and were each given a 
special verse. Mine was Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.   

I was quite an evangelistic teenager and was involved with Open Air services in villages in 
Essex; also often handing out Christian leaflets on Saturdays in the local High Street.  

 At 19, I joined Essex Police to begin my training as a Police Woman. In those days 
women, were only allowed to deal with women and children. A very different police 
force compared with today. I was initially stationed in Harlow and it was the first time I 
had lived away from home. As a Christian I struggled to find a church where I could 
worship due to shift work, but I loved the Lord and would share my faith with fellow 
officers. I met and married a fellow police officer when I was 22 and we moved to 
Chelmsford. Derek didn’t share my faith and the Gospel Hall refused to marry us, so we 
were married at the Elim Church. 

I was very stubborn and also naïve. Having had such a strict upbringing where I was not 
allowed to have a boyfriend, when I left home at 19, my eyes were opened to a very 
different world. There were lots of things I had never experienced like going to the 
Cinema, visiting a Pub, parties, dancing, and having a boyfriend! 

In hindsight I rushed into marriage but I was determined to make it work. My new 
husband was in CID, and he worked very long hours, but also drank a lot. We moved a 
few times around Essex, had our first son and then we went to live in Hong Kong for a 
few years. My husband was seconded from the Police to work for the International 
Commission Against Corruption. I enjoyed living in a different country and culture but my 
faith had diminished and I made no effort to find a church where I could worship. I knew 
God was still there but I tried to ignore Him. When my parents phoned me I dreaded 
them asking me anything spiritual. But all their lives both of them were faithful in their 
prayers for me, and my family and my brother. Every day they prayed that my faith would 
be restored. 

Whilst in Hong Kong I gave birth to our second son. 

On returning to the UK we bought a new build home in Chelmer Village, in Chelmsford. It 
was the first time we had bought a house, as previously we had lived in police houses.  
One day I was home with my two sons getting used to a new house and a new village, 
when I had a visit from a young man who introduced himself as Keith Holloway, the new 
Anglican Minister. He was living with his wife Dorothy and two young sons in a house in 
the Village, and services were being held there too. He invited me to go along. I made 
some excuse and off he went. 
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My marriage wasn’t going well and the boys and I rarely saw my husband. He told me his 
priorities in life were firstly his job, secondly playing bowls, thirdly socialising with his 
friends in local pubs, and that the boys and I came fourth on the list! It was a sad and 
lonely time. 

One Sunday evening I was at home, my sons were in bed, my husband was away on a 
course and I was suffering with an agonising pain (I think it may have been a cyst on my 
ovaries). There was no one to call, my parents were living in Devon,  and my close friend 
was away on holiday. I just lay in bed with this excruciating pain and just cried out to God 
to help me. I felt the presence of his Holy Spirit, the pain disappeared and I had this 
amazing conversation with Jesus. I asked Him to forgive me for neglecting Him and I felt 
enveloped by the warmth of his love and healing power. 

The next day I phoned my parents to tell them of my spiritual blessing and healing, I also 
contacted Keith the new Minister in the village and asked when the next service was in 
his house and arranged to go along. It was a new beginning, my faith was restored. Jesus 
had never left me but I had forsaken him and gone my own way. 

Being part of this new church, held in a house, where the Minister wore a long robe, the 
altar was his dining room table and there were candles and a liturgy was used, it all was 
a bit strange to me. I received a warm welcome from both Keith & Dorothy and the small 
congregation attending. Over the next 40 years I was part of this church family in 
Chelmer Village. The church moved from the Vicarage into a Portakabin in a Builders’ 
Compound. We were gifted a plot of land by a local farmer who had links with the 
United Reformed Church, and together with funds from the Chelmsford Diocese, URC 
and the Catholic Community an Ecumenical Church was built and named ‘Church of Our 
Saviour’. 

Over the years I was involved in all sorts of ministries and activities including the healing 
ministry, pastoral care, I started a Housegroup for some Mums who lived near me and 
wanted to learn about Jesus, joined the Church Council, was a Church Warden and sung 
in a Worship group. 

So how did I get into preaching? It started after I was invited to speak, at a local joint 
church service to talk about what it meant to be part of an ecumenical project. God gave 
me the courage and words to say, I was encouraged afterwards to use the gifts I’d been 
given. 

I did a two year training course with the United Reformed Church called TLS – Training 
through Learning and Service. The Diocese recognise this course as being similar to the 
Course in Christian Studies. 

Sadly my marriage ended and my husband left my sons and I for a woman he had met at 
his Bowls Social Club. So there has been lots of highs and lows during my life, joys and 
struggles,  I have known what it is to be in financial need,  bringing up two young sons 
without a father around, and feeling I had let my family and God down by being 
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divorced. My Church family were very loving & supportive over the years, they wept 
with me, prayed with me, encouraged me and were honest with me. But most of all my 
Heavenly Father is always with me, with unconditional love and giving me strength for 
every day. 

Moving to Tiptree and joining St Luke’s Church has been an act of faith, the next step in 
my journey. I look forward to getting to know you all, hearing your stories, and together 
telling others about our wonderful friend and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

WEA Course 
How about joining Tiptree and Tollesbury WEA with an exciting course in May for you to 
get acquainted some of the  twentieth century artists in East Anglia. 

We have not been able to go to Art galleries for a while, so instead why not join our 
course in the comfort of your own home and watch, listen and partake in discussions 
about local artists that have made a significant contribution to our art world. 

This course celebrates the artistic achievements made by East Anglian artists over a 
hundred years and how they contributed to the reputation of the area as one of the 
most attractive places to live and work following the success of internationally renowned 
artists such as Thomas Gainsborough and John Constable. 

This course will focus on a range of 
artists, both male and female, that made 
a significant contribution to East Anglian 
art in different periods, styles and 
subjects. From the delicately conceived 
water colour studies by Leonard Squirrell, 
the “kitchen sink” dramas by Colin Moss 
in the 1950’s to the stunning 
commissioned work by Anna Airy, the 
first female war artist in the First World 
War. 

The tutor is Andrew Casey who is a 
member of the Ipswich Art Society and 
knew some of these artists. 

Dates May 20th and May 27th 7-9 pm. Cost 
£15 Online. Please 
contact  tiptree@wea.ac.uk for further 
information or to book directly by 
phoning 0300 303 3464 and quote course 
no. C2228012 

mailto:tiptree@wea.ac.uk
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Funerals 

At the Crematorium 

9th February Patricia Doreen Goswell 

10th February Robert Baker 

16th February Vera Beckwith 

19th February Geoffrey Newbery 

11th March Iris Jean Harman 

 

 

 

From the registers 
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Maundy Thursday 
Agape Meal 
 

In recent years we have celebrated Maundy Thursday by sharing an Agape meal in the 
extension before moving into the Church to finish with a service of communion.   This 
year Maundy Thursday is on the 1st April and will be  online at 6.30pm.   
 
Here is a suggestion for the menu for our Agape Meal if we were holding the meal in 
church this is what we would have had. 
 

• 1st course of Bread Sticks and Dips, crudités, and Pringles/crisps. 
• 2nd course of bread, Matzos, pate, cheese, olives and tomatoes. 
• 3rd course of a selection of fresh and dried fruit. 
• To drink, water, fruit juice. 
 

Obviously there is no compunction to follow this, we can all do our own thing. The 
important thing is to have the three courses pre-prepared so that they can be served up 
quickly when the service calls for it. 

The good news about your forgetfulness 

You know the scenario – you go into the lounge, and then wonder what you wanted. Or 
you need to make a phone call but can’t find the phone. You go to the cash point and 
forget your pin number.  Or your car keys are lost in the kitchen, but even when you find 
them and go shopping, you forget stuff on the list. 

If at times you find yourself living in an annoying brain-fog, the good news is that it is 
not because you are ill or getting old.  To varying extents, everyone does it. 

A recent study at the University of Edinburgh has found that forgetfulness is as common 
in people in their 20s as it is in people in their 50s.  Although some of the people in the 
study were worried about getting dementia, a neuropsychiatrist at the university 
reassured them: “People think that if you are starting to forget things – something like 
misplacing your keys – that is something to worry about. But it is normal.” 

Good reasons for forgetting things range from the fact that too much was happening in 
your life at the time, you were stressed about something, not paying attention to what 
you were doing, or just too busy thinking about something else entirely. 
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EASTER, the most joyful day of the year 
Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died for our sins. We 
are forgiven. Christ has risen!  We are redeemed! We can look forward to an eternity in 
His joy! Hallelujah!   

The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain it to some-
one in a few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of their lives they will still be 
‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God. 

Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover moves around, 
and according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates 
the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt, and it lasts for seven days, from the middle of the He-
brew month of Nisan, which equates to late March or early April. 

Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with 
firm dates for the first Good Friday: Friday 7th April 30 AD or Friday 3rd April, 33 AD with 
Easter Day falling two days later. Modern scholars continue to think these two Fridays to 
be the most likely.   

Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon 
after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise calculations are compli-
cated and involve something called an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not the same as 
the moon in the sky. The earliest possible date for Easter in the West is 22nd March, 
which last fell in 1818. The latest is 25th April, which last happened in 1943.   

Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the festival’s name comes 
from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic word ‘Easter’, however, 
seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede.  
He thought that the Saxons worshipped her in ‘Eostur month,’ but may have confused 
her with the classical dawn goddesses like Eos and Aurora, whose names mean ‘shining 
in the east’. So, Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning month’ – a good time for 
starting up again after a long winter. 

Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth in most Euro-
pean cultures. On the other hand, hens start laying regularly again each Spring.  Since 
eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see how decorating and eating them be-
came a practical way to celebrate Easter.   

*** 

“I'm at a place in my life where errands are starting to count as going out.” 
***  

“Chocolate is God's way of telling us he likes us a little bit chubby.”  
*** 

“It's weird being the same age as old people.” 
*** 

“When I was a kid I wanted to be older...this is not what I expected.”  
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What’s My Calling? 
A Colchester Area Vocations Event 

You are invited to join us for a series of three webinars to give space to explore the age 
old question: “What is my calling?” They are on Monday 12th, 19th and 26th April 2021. 
They start at 7.30pm and last 1.5 hours. Each webinar has a unique emphasis which will 
allow you to explore the question from different angles and with the support of fellow 
Christians and guided by the Vocations Team.  Living through a global pandemic has 
caused many people to reflect on the purpose of life. If you are one of them, these 
webinars may be of interest to you. 

The webinars are open to anyone over the age of 13, and at any stage of life and faith. 
Whether you are a “seasoned” Christian or new on the road, or whether you already 
know that you might want to become a priest or have no idea at all. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Find out more about the content of the seminars below. You will be able to attend all 
events or just one or two. However, to reap the full benefits of the series, we 
recommend you take advantage of all three sessions. 

In order to access the webinars you will need to register via Eventbrite. https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/vocations-webinars-tickets-139450942523 

If you have any questions, please contact Ian Hilton (ihilton@chelmsford.anglican.org)  

Overview 

Session 1 - My story 

This webinar will allow you to reflect on your life story so far, facilitated by a member of 
the Vocations team. Participants will share their stories with each other and by telling 
the story itself, we will discern how God might already be speaking to you.   

At the end of this webinar you will be equipped with a set of resources to investigate 
which you will allow you to find out what ministry looks like within the Church of 
England (as a priest and as a lay person). What roles are available? 

Session 2 - Researching 

This part of the series will further flesh out your fact finding and will form the interactive 
part of your research. We will hear from guest speakers about how they have discovered 
their calling (or are still discerning it). This will be followed by a choice of breakout 
sessions where you can find out more about some of the various opportunities for 
ministry by speaking to the people on the frontline in these fields.  

Session 3 - Discerning 

This final webinar gives us an opportunity to come together and discern and reflect on 
what you have learnt about yourself, and what you have heard from others and from 
God since the beginning of our series. The session will include a panel Q&A, 1:1 
conversations with individual advisers and a blessing for your journey going forward. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/vocations-webinars-tickets-139450942523
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/vocations-webinars-tickets-139450942523
mailto:ihilton@chelmsford.anglican.org
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23rd April: St George, our Patron Saint  
who isn’t English    

 

The English have a patron saint who isn’t English, about whom next to nothing is known 
for sure, and who, just possibly, may not have existed at all. But that didn’t stop St 
George being patriotically invoked in many battles, notably at Agincourt and in the 
Crusades, and of course it is his cross that adorns the flags of English football fans to this 
day. 

It’s most likely that St George was a soldier, a Christian who was martyred for his faith 
somewhere in Palestine, possibly at Lydda, in the early fourth century. At some point in 
the early centuries of the Church he became associated with wider military concerns, 
being regarded as the patron saint of the Byzantine armies. There is no doubt that St 
George was held as an example of the ‘godly soldier’, one who served Christ as bravely 
and truly as he served his king and country.  

The story of George and the dragon is of much later date and no one seems to know 
where it comes from. By the Middle Ages, when George was being honoured in stained 
glass, the dragon had become an invaluable and invariable visual element, so that for 
most people the two are inseparable. Pub signs have a lot to answer for here: ‘The 
George and Dragon’.  

However, it’s probably more profitable to concentrate on his role as a man who 
witnessed to his faith in the difficult setting of military service, and in the end was 
martyred for his faithfulness to Christ. 

The idea of the ‘Christian soldier’ was, of course, much loved by the Victorian hymn-
writers - ’Onward, Christian soldiers!’ The soldier needs discipline. The heart of his 
commitment is to obedience. The battle cannot be avoided nor the enemy appeased. 
He marches and fights alongside others, and he is loyal to his comrades. In the end, if 
the battle is won, he receives the garlands of victory, the final reward of those who 
overcome evil. 

St George’s Day presents a challenge and an opportunity. The challenge is to distance 
the message of his life from the militarism and triumphalism that can easily attach itself 
to anything connected to soldiers and fighting. The opportunity is to celebrate the ideal 
of the ‘Christian soldier’ - one who submits to discipline, sets out to obey God truly, 
does not avoid the inevitable battle with all that is unjust, wrong and hateful in our 
world, and marches alongside others fighting the same noble cause.  

Discipline, obedience, courage, fellowship and loyalty - they’re not the most popular 
virtues today, but that doesn’t mean that they don’t deserve our admiration. 
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All in the month of April 
It Was: 

300 years ago, on 3rd April 1721 that Robert Walpole became the first British Prime 
Minister. 

*** 
125 years ago, from 6th to 15th April 1896 that the first modern Summer Olympic Games 

were held in Athens. The original Olympics were banned by the Roman Emperor 
Theodosius (I or II) in either 393 or 426 AD. 

*** 
95 years ago, on 21st April 1926 that Queen Elizabeth II was born in Mayfair, London. 

Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor was the first child of the Duke and Duchess of York. 
Her father became King on the abdication of his brother King Edward VIII in 1936, from 

which time Elizabeth was the heir presumptive. 

*** 
70 years ago, on 17th April 1951 that the Peak District National Park was established. It 

was Britain’s first national park.   

.*** 
10 years ago, on 29th April 2011 that the wedding of Prince William and Catherine (Kate) 

Middleton took place at Westminster Abbey in London. They were given the titles the 
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. 

*** 

All in the month of May 
It Was: 

410 years ago, on 2nd May 1611 that the Authorised Version of the Bible, (King James 
Version) was first published, and became the standard English language Bible. 

*** 
70 years ago, on 3rd May 1951 that the Festival of Britain is opened at the Royal Festival 

Hall by King George VI  
*** 

60 years ago, on 5th May 1961 that Alan Shepard became the first American in space. He 
piloted the spacecraft Freedom 7 during a 15-minute 28-second suborbital flight that 
reached an altitude of 116 miles (186 kilometers) above the earth. Shepard’s success 

occurred 23 days after the Russians had launched the first-ever human in space, 
cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, during an era of intense technological competition between the 

Russians and Americans called the Space Race.  
*** 

40 years ago, on 13th May 1981 that Pope John Paul II was shot twice at close range 
while riding in an open automobile in St. Peter's Square in Rome. Two other persons 
were also wounded. An escaped terrorist, already under sentence of death for the 

murder of a Turkish journalist, was immediately arrested and was later convicted of 
attempted murder. The Pope recovered and later held a private meeting with the would-

be assassin and then publicly forgave him.  
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150 years of the Royal Albert Hall 
The Revd Michael Burgess celebrates a special building. 

Joyce Grenfell wrote a wonderful song, 
Joyful Noise, about three lady choristers: 
Miss Clissold, Miss Truss and Ivy Trembley. 
Their greatest delight was to sing in an 
oratorio at the Royal Albert Hall. ‘It may be 
like a gasworks with a green-house roof 
above it, and it may lack convenience, but 
all the same we love it.’ That love has 
marked the life of the Royal Albert Hall 
over 150 years as this month we celebrate 
its opening on 29th March 1871.  

After the success of the Great Exhibition, Prince Albert dreamed of creating a more 
permanent cultural area in London to promote and popularise the arts and sciences. On 
his death in 1861 at just 42 years, it was decided to erect a memorial and a ‘Central 
Hall.’ And so the Royal Albert Hall was built. At heart it is an impressive concert hall 
promoting classical music with an annual performance of Handel’s Messiah from 1876, 
and from 1941 the BBC Proms: 8 weeks of concerts in the summer welcoming musicians 
from all over the world and culminating in the memorable Last Night. Composers from 
Wagner and Verdi to Bernstein and Britten have conducted and had works performed 
there. 

But the Royal Albert Hall has also hosted an amazingly wide variety of events through its 
life: the Beatles in 1963, Ella Fitzgerald in 1990, poetry evenings, sport (boxing, tennis 
and basketball), the Cirque de Soleil, Teenage Cancer Trust concerts, and the 25th 
anniversary performance of The Phantom of the Opera in 2011. It has provided a 
platform for Winston Churchill, Einstein and the Dalai Lama. Many of us will have 
poignant memories of the annual RBL Festival of Remembrance held every November 
since 1923: a moving occasion that culminates with the shower of poppy petals. 

Sadly, because of the restrictions with the pandemic, the Hall’s programme of events 
has had to be limited in scope since last year, but the frieze on the outside of the 
building remains to inspire. There we see a celebration of the rich variety of arts and 
sciences that include music, sculpture, painting, astronomy and navigation, and the 
words Thine O Lord is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty - a 
reminder that all our creative work here is a reflection of the wonder of God the 
Creator.  

‘He will never forget at all The day he played at Albert Hall’. That line from the Kinks’ 
song Session Man invites us all to celebrate and give thanks for the richness of the life 
and work of the Royal Albert Hall as we look back over its 150 years and as we look 
ahead with hope and faith to a richer future. 
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Wordsearch 

passover 

bread 

wine 

body 

blood 

betrayal 

Jerusalem 

Pilate 

Judas 

Gethsemane 

trial 

crucifixion 

soldiers 

cross 

nails 

vinegar 

temple 

curtain 

tomb 

angel 

stone 

risen 

gardener 

Mary 

Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!   Hallelujah!   April brings us to Easter – the crucifixion, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ - the triumphant highlight of the Christian year.  As 
St Paul pointed out, unless Jesus really did rise again, our faith is useless, and we may as 
well forget any hope of heaven or eternal life. 



37 

 

2021 World Watch List of Persecution of Christians 
Here in the UK we may struggle to hold services because of coronavirus, but at least no 
one in the government is threatening to arrest and imprison us for just being Christians! 
And yet that is the harsh reality for hundreds of millions of Christians around the world 
today.  

A Christian persecution watchdog has warned that more Christians around the world are 
suffering because of their faith, and the kind of persecution they’re experiencing has 
intensified. 

Open Doors has found that more than 340 million Christians suffer high levels of 
persecution and discrimination for their faith, amounting to one in eight worldwide.  

Now the charity has released its 2021 World Watch List (WWL) which highlights the top 
50 countries that are most hostile toward Christians. 

Here are the top ten. 

1. North Korea  
Being discovered as a Christian is a death sentence in North Korea. If you aren’t killed 
instantly, you will be taken to a labour camp as a political criminal. 
2. Afghanistan   
ISIS and the Taliban continue to have a strong, violent presence in Afghanistan, with the 
Taliban controlling large regions. 
3. Somalia  
Islam is considered a crucial part of Somali identity, and if any Somali is suspected of 
having converted to Christianity, they are in great danger. Members of their family, clan 
or community will harass, intimidate or even kill them. Women may be raped and 
forcibly married. 
4. Libya  
There is no freedom of speech, no freedom of religion and very limited possibility of 
public church life in Libya. Although there are around 34,500 Christians in the country, 
only a tiny number (approximately 150) are Libyan – the majority are expatriates and 
migrant workers. 
5. Pakistan  
Pakistan’s notorious blasphemy laws are used to target Christians, and Islamic extremist 
groups vehemently “defend” these laws, including attacking or killing those believed to 
have contravened them. 
6. Eritrea  
Government security forces monitor phone calls, scrutinise activity and conduct 
countless raids which target Christians, seize Christian materials and damage house 
churches. Christians can be arrested and imprisoned without trial. 
7. Yemen 
Christians in Yemen usually keep their faith secret, because if they are discovered then 
they could face the death penalty. Leaving Islam is forbidden, and all Yemenis are 
considered Muslims by the state. 
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Crossword 

8. Iran  
The Iranian government sees the conversion of Muslims to Christianity as an attempt by 
Western countries to undermine the Islamic rule of Iran. Christians from a Muslim 
background are persecuted the most, primarily by the government, but also by their 
families and communities. 
9. Nigeria 
More Christians are murdered for their faith in Nigeria than in any other country. 
Violent attacks by Boko Haram, Hausa-Fulani Muslim militant herdsmen, ISWAP (an 
affiliate of ISIS) and other Islamic extremist groups are common in the north and middle 
belt of the country, and they are becoming more common further south. 
10. India  
Hindu extremists believe that all Indians should be Hindus, and that the country should 
be rid of Christianity and Islam. They use extensive violence to achieve this goal, 
particularly targeting Christians from a Hindu background. 
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Across 
 
  1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  
  4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  
  8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  
  9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s message 
 (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  
 10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral   
 Majority, Jerry — (7)  
 11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36)  (5)  
 12 Repossessed (Gen 14:16) (9)  
 17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome  
 (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 
 19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken with the 
 Lord’ (Ex 34:29) (7) 
 21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 
 22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 
 23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 
 24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to visit me’  
 (Matthew 25:36) (6) 
 
 
Down 
 
  1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   
  2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 
  3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  
  5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 
  6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  
  7 He reps (anag.) (6)  
  9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 
 13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her treasury  
 (Acts 8:27) (7) 
 14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine’  
 (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  
 15 The human mind or soul (6)  
 16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; their  
 bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6) 
 18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’  (Matthew 11:17) (5)  
 20 Bared (anag.) (5) 
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On the best way to run a church 
council meeting 

 
 

The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 

Thank you for inviting me to speak at your church council yesterday. I began to suspect 
that my theme of why Eusebius’s dislike of Sabellianism led to his condemnation at the 
Council of Antioch in 324 was a little misjudged, when the only question I was asked after 
my lecture was if Eusebius was on Facebook. 

I never realised how much technology is needed these days just to discuss church 
matters. It seemed that everyone had brought their laptop, so they could refer to all the 
diocesan briefing documents and reports that you mentioned. I’ve been in the diocese 40 
years and have never heard of most of those papers.  But then I find it too easy to delete 
the diocesan mailings, unread, with a click of my mouse. 

Our church meetings are far more traditional. Since the church floor seems to have been 
carved out of permafrost, our meetings circulate round members’ houses. This 
introduces a nice element of competition, as each host tries to outdo the previous one in 
the baking of cakes. Meetings at Colonel Drinkwater’s – a more inappropriate name one 
cannot imagine – are the shortest, since we are always promised wine once the meeting 
is over. It is remarkable how unanimity is achieved on every subject within minutes, and 
nothing appears under “any other business”. 

Mrs Eddington never troubles us with minutes, largely because she can rarely read the 
notes she takes. She just shares with us whatever she can decipher at our next meeting. 
Last month, she accidentally brought her shopping list instead, and so read that out. 
There followed a lively discussion on whether carrots from our local shop were better 
than those at the supermarket. When it was found out she intended to use them in a 
venison casserole, endless recipes were keenly debated. 

We always leave our church meetings well fed, up to date with village gossip, and totally 
untroubled by any church council business. And the lack of any minutes ensures that I can 
then make all the decisions myself, between meetings. I think you will find our system has 
much to be commended. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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TIPTREE BEER & WINE MAKERS GUILD  

(Otherwise known as the TIPTREE TIPPLERS) 
 

New to the village or simply wish to do something different? We started 
in 1970 as a wine and beer making guild and although members still 
brew their own and compete in our annual competitions, we are now 

more of a social club meeting monthly. 
 

You do not have to make your own wine or beer or be knowledgeable 
about wine or beer making  -  the only requirement is to have fun and 

meet great people.   
 

We have an event or theme each month sometimes with a guest 
speaker.  There are always nibbles & cheese provided & sometimes 

additional food at a small cost. 
 

 
We normally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at St 

Luke’s Church Hall, 7.30pm for 8.00pm, when the lockdown is 
over and normal events recommence 

 
 
You are most welcome to come and try out a night for free. Just turn up 
and make yourself known to Ben or Ian and bring a drink for yourself. 

There are no admission fees now & our yearly membership is just £30. 
 

See the church notice board for our events in 2021. 
 

 
Come along and ask for Ben or Ian who will 
introduce you to some of our members 
 
For more information contact Ian Stevens on  
ianstevens8@gmail.com or 01621-819069 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ianstevens8@gmail.com
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Smile 
Bishop 

A little girl told her mother, “We went to a confirmation service at the cathedral and I 
saw the bishop. Now I know what a crook looks like!” 

*** 
Definitions from church life 

AMEN: The only part of a prayer that everyone knows. 
PEWSHEET: Your receipt for attending Mattins. 

HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key two octaves higher than that of the 
congregation's range. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: The last song at Sunday morning worship, often sung a little more 
quietly, since most of the people have already left. 

JONAH: The original ‘Jaws’ story 
PEW: A medieval torture device still found in some churches. 

PROCESSION: The ceremonial formation at the beginning of a formal Sung Eucharist, 
consisting of altar servers, the celebrant, and late parishioners looking for seats. 

SIDESMEN: The only people in the parish who don't know the seating capacity of a pew 
*** 

Notices found in church newsletters - that didn’t quite come out right! 
* This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs Brown, our church warden, to come forward 

and lay an egg on the altar. 
*  Ladies are requested not to have children in the church kitchen. 

*  For those who have children and don’t know it, we have a crèche in the crypt. 
*  Bring & share church supper:  Prayer and medication will follow. 

*  Don’t let worry kill you.  Let the Church help! 
*  The organist invites anyone who enjoys sinning to volunteer for the choir. 

*  At the church meeting last week the rector spoke briefly and delighted the audience. 
*  Remember in prayer the many who are sick both of our church and the community. 
• Smile at someone who you find hard to love.  Say ‘hell’ to someone who doesn’t 

much care about you. 
*** 

Expensive boat 
A vicar was planning an Easter pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and was aghast when she 

found it would cost her £50 an hour to rent a boat on the Sea of Galilee.  She protested 
to the travel agent that the cost was ridiculous. ‘That might be true,’ replied the travel 
agent, ‘but you have to take into account that the Sea of Galilee is water on which our 

Lord himself walked.’ 
‘Well, at £50 an hour for a boat,’ she replied, ‘I am not surprised!’ 

*** 
Miscellaneous observations on daily life… 

* The most effective way to remember your wife's birthday is to forget it once. 
* The trouble with doing something right the first time is that nobody appreciates how 

difficult it was. 



44 

 

26th April: Mark, disciple, apostle, writer of the 
second gospel   
Mark, whose home in Jerusalem became a place of rest for Jesus and His 12 apostles, is 
considered the traditional author of the second gospel. He is also usually identified as 
the young man, described in Mark 14:51, who followed Christ after his arrest and then 
escaped capture by leaving his clothes behind. 

Papias, in 130, said that in later years Mark became Peter’s interpreter. If so, then this 
close friendship would have been how Mark gathered so much information about Jesus’ 
life. Peter referred to him affectionately as his ‘son’.   

Mark was also a companion to Paul on his journeys.  When Paul was held captive at 
Rome, Mark was with him, helping him. Mark’s Gospel, most likely written in Italy, per-
haps in Rome, is the earliest account we have of the life of Jesus.  Mark died about 74 
AD. 

Early in the 9th century Mark’s body was brought to Venice, whose patron he became, 
and there it has remained to this day. The symbol of Mark as an evangelist is the lion, 
and is much in evidence in Venice. 
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 0 

Place an advert in our church magazine - Open Door 

and promote your group, event or business 

   

    Open Door is the bi-monthly parish magazine 

for the churches of St Luke’s Tiptree, 

All Saints’ Great Braxted, 

All Saints’ Inworth 

and 

All Saints’ Messing 
 

We have very good rates! 
 

Charity and church events – special rates, please contact the Team Administrator 

Quarter page £5.00 per edition ; Half page £10.00 per edition  

Full page £20.00 per edition, special reduced rates for a year (6 issues) 
  

Bookings & Enquiries to: 

Christine Hall, Team Administrator 

email thurstableteamadmin@btinternet.com or call 01621 819557 
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Tiptree Choral Society 
While still unable to meet together to sing, Tiptree Choral 
Society members continue to keep in touch via a termtime 
weekly newsletter, sharing a variety of anecdotes, news, 

recipes, cartoons and video clips to keep us entertained. With a Government lockdown 
exit plan now in place though, we are looking forward to the time when we can sing 
together again, and our Musical Director is thinking Christmassy thoughts! We are 
hoping that December 11th 2021 will see the choir performing a Christmas concert in our 
favourite venue of St Luke’s Church, so watch this space! 

Suffolk and Essex Small Animal Welfare 

Everyone seems to be in a reflective mood as we 
mark the changes in our lives over the last year so 
here are a few words from Mum – better known to 
you as Maggie. 

Many of us have come to acknowledge the truth of 
that old adage, ‘You don't know what you'll miss 
until it's gone’, be it a person, a pet or the 
disrupted rhythm of life. 

The current situation has bought home to us at 
SESAW, how much we miss the help and 
commitment received from Firms in the past. It's 
very apparent just how much hard work and effort 
they put into helping us maintain the kennels and 
catteries on site, thus giving us more time for the 
animals. That said we are still here, a bit scruffier, 
up to our ears in mud but never the less the animals are clean, warm in their heated 
kennels, well fed and loved, 

So what's to moan about? Spring is on its way, it will get dryer and we look forward to 
releasing a Buzzard that was bought into us starving. It is now eating well and waiting 
for better weather to go back to its territory. It is a similar scenario for a Barn Owl which 
will be taking wing in the near future. So don't forget, if we can help we are here, 
operating nearly thirty years and facing the future with hope and compassion.” 

That’s enough for now, Mum. It’s time for you to feed all the animals including me, your 
usual correspondent, Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua. Suffolk & Essex Small Animal 
Welfare, Reg.Charity No.1124029, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP. Tel: 01787 
210888 www.sesaw.co.uk 

https://www.sesaw.co.uk/
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Solutions: 
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The opinions expressed in Open Door are not necessarily those of the Ministry Team, Team Council 
or Parochial Church Councils of the Thurstable and Winstree Team Ministry.  Open Door is not 

responsible for errors or omissions, accuracy of the content, nor the failure of any published event to 
go ahead.  


